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example, a requester within the cat-
egory described in paragraph (d)(1)(ii) 
of this section, if not a full-time mem-
ber of the news media, must establish 
that he or she is a person whose main 
professional activity or occupation is 
information dissemination, though it 
need not be his or her sole occupation. 
A requester within the category 
(d)(1)(ii) of this section also must es-
tablish a particular urgency to inform 
the public about the government activ-
ity involved in the request, beyond the 
public’s right to know about govern-
ment activity generally. The formality 
of certification may be waived as a 
matter of administrative discretion. 

(4) Within 10 days of its receipt of a 
request for expedited processing, ABMC 
will decide whether to grant it and will 
notify the requester of the decision. If 
a request for expedited treatment is 
granted, the request will be given pri-
ority and will be processed as soon as 
practicable. If a request for expedited 
processing is denied, any appeal of that 
decision will be acted on expeditiously. 

(e) Appeals shall be set forth in writ-
ing within 30 days of receipt of a denial 
and addressed to the FOIA Officer at 
the address specified in paragraph (b) 
of this section. The appeal shall in-
clude a statement explaining the basis 
for the appeal. Determinations of ap-
peals will be set forth in writing and 
signed by the Executive Director, or 
his designee, within 20 days (excepting 
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public 
holidays). If, on appeal, the denial is in 
whole or in part upheld, the written de-
termination will also contain a notifi-
cation of the provisions for judicial re-
view and the names of the persons who 
participated in the determination. 

(f) In unusual circumstances, the 
time limits prescribed in paragraphs 
(c) and (e) of this section may be ex-
tended for not more than 10 days (ex-
cepting Saturdays, Sundays, or legal 
public holidays). Extensions may be 
granted by the FOIA Officer. The ex-
tension period may be split between 
the initial request and the appeal but 
in no instance may the total period ex-
ceed 10 working days. Extensions will 
be by written notice to the persons 
making the request and will set forth 
the reasons for the extension and the 
date the determination is expected. 

(g) With respect to a request for 
which a written notice under para-
graph (f) of this section extends the 
time limits prescribed under paragraph 
(c) of this section, the agency shall no-
tify the person making the request if 
the request cannot be processed within 
the time limit specified in paragraph 
(f) of this section and shall provide the 
person an opportunity to limit the 
scope of the request so that it may be 
processed within that time limit or an 
opportunity to arrange with the agen-
cy an alternative time frame for proc-
essing the request or a modified re-
quest. Refusal by the person to reason-
ably modify the request or arrange 
such an alternative time frame shall be 
considered as a factor in determining 
whether exceptional circumstances 
exist for purposes of 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(6)(C). When ABMC reasonably be-
lieves that a requester, or a group of 
requestors acting in concert, has sub-
mitted requests that constitute a sin-
gle request, involving clearly related 
matters, ABMC may aggregate those 
requests for purposes of this paragraph. 
One element to be considered in deter-
mining whether a belief would be rea-
sonable is the time period over which 
the requests have occurred. 

(h) As used herein, but only to the 
extent reasonably necessary to the 
proper processing of the particular re-
quest, the term unusual circumstances 
means: 

(1) The need to search for and collect 
the requested records from establish-
ments that are separated from the of-
fice processing the request; 

(2) The need to search for, collect, 
and appropriately examine a volumi-
nous amount of separate and distinct 
records which are demanded in a single 
request; or 

(3) The need for consultation, which 
shall be conducted with all practicable 
speed, with another agency having a 
substantial interest in the determina-
tion of the request or among two or 
more components of the agency which 
have a substantial subject matter in-
terest therein.

§ 404.5 Inspection and copying. 
When a request for information has 

been approved pursuant to § 404.4, the 
person making the request may make 
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an appointment to inspect or copy the 
materials requested during regular 
business hours by writing or tele-
phoning the FOIA Officer at the ad-
dress or telephone number listed in 
§ 404.4(b). Such materials may be copied 
and reasonable facilities will be made 
available for that purpose. Copies of in-
dividual pages of such materials will be 
made available at the price per page 
specified in § 404.7(d); however, the 
right is reserved to limit to a reason-
able quantity the copies of such mate-
rials which may be made available in 
this manner when copies also are of-
fered for sale by the Superintendent of 
Documents.

§ 404.6 Definitions. 
For the purpose of these regulations: 
(a) All the terms defined in the Free-

dom of Information Act apply. 
(b) A statute specifically providing for 

setting the level of fees for particular 
types of records (5 U.S.C. 552(a)(4)(A)(vi)) 
means any statute that specifically re-
quires a government agency, such as 
the Government Printing Office (GPO) 
or the National Technical Information 
Service (NTIS), to set the level of fees 
for particular types of records, in order 
to: 

(1) Serve both the general public and 
private sector organizations by conven-
iently making available government 
information; 

(2) Ensure that groups and individ-
uals pay the cost of publications and 
other services that are for their special 
use so that these costs are not borne by 
the general taxpaying public; 

(3) Operate an information dissemi-
nation activity on a self-sustaining 
basis to the maximum extent possible; 
or 

(4) Return revenue to the Treasury 
for defraying, wholly or in part, appro-
priated funds used to pay the cost of 
disseminating government informa-
tion. Statutes, such as the User Fee 
Statute, which only provide a general 
discussion of fees without explicitly re-
quiring that an agency set and collect 
fees for particular documents do not 
supersede the Freedom of Information 
Act under section (a)(4)(A)(vi) of that 
statute. 

(c) The term direct costs means those 
expenditures that ABMC actually in-

curs in searching for and duplicating 
(and in the case of commercial request-
ers, reviewing) documents to respond 
to a FOIA request. Direct costs in-
clude, for example, the salary of the 
employee performing work (the basic 
rate of pay for the employee plus 16 
percent of that rate to cover benefits) 
and the cost of operating duplicating 
machinery. Not included in direct costs 
are overhead expenses such as costs of 
space, and heating or lighting the facil-
ity in which the records are stored. 

(d) The term search means the proc-
ess of looking for and retrieving 
records or information responsive to a 
request. It includes page-by-page or 
line-by-line identification of informa-
tion within records and also includes 
reasonable efforts to locate and re-
trieve information from records main-
tained in electronic form or format. 
ABMC employees should ensure that 
searching for material is done in the 
most efficient and least expensive man-
ner so as to minimize costs for both the 
agency and the requester. For example, 
employees should not engage in line-
by-line search when merely duplicating 
an entire document would prove the 
less expensive and quicker method of 
complying with a request. Search 
should be distinguished, moreover, 
from review of material in order to de-
termine whether the material is ex-
empt from disclosure (see paragraph (f) 
of this section). 

(e) The term duplication means the 
making of a copy of a document, or of 
the information contained in it, nec-
essary to respond to a FOIA request. 
Such copies can take the form of paper, 
microform, audio-visual materials, or 
electronic records (e.g., magnetic tape 
or disk), among others. The requester’s 
specified preference of form or format 
of disclosure will be honored if the 
record is readily reproducible in that 
format. 

(f) The term review refers to the proc-
ess of examining documents located in 
response to a request that is for a com-
mercial use (see paragraph (g) of this 
section) to determine whether any por-
tion of any document located is per-
mitted to be withheld. It also includes 
processing any documents for disclo-
sure, e.g., doing all that is necessary to 
excise them and otherwise prepare 
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